44                THE   BHAGAVAD   GITA
" 1 am the Soul, 0 Arjuna, seated in the heart
of every being. I am the beginning, the middle,
and the end of all things. Vishnu among the
gods am I, among the lights I am the Sun. I am
the mind among the Senses, the moon among the
Stars. Amongst the waters, I am Ocean himself.
Amongst trees, the Aswattha (Bo-tree) Tree am
I; amongst weapons the ihunderbolt; and
Time amongst events. Of rivers I am the
Ganges. Of created things I am the beginning,
the middle, and the end. Time eternal am I, and
the Ordainer, with face turned on every side !
Death that seizeth all, and the source of all that
is to be. I am the splendour of those that are
splendid. I am Victory, I am Exertion, I am the
Goodness of the good. I am the Rod of those that
chastise, and the Policy of them who seek victory.
I am the Silence amongst things that are secret,
and the Knowledge of those possessed of know-
ledge. That which is the seed of all things, -1 am
That! Supporting this entire universe with a
portion only of My strength, I stand! **
Arjuna begged of his divine Charioteer to show
Ms Eternal Self, Ms Universal Form; ' but
Krishna replied: fc Thou art not able to look
upon Me with this eye of thine. I will 'give thee
an eye divine. See now My sovereign, mystic
nature!"
Then, when Arjuna looked, he saw a resplendent
vision, filling all the space between earth and
heaven, glowing as a mass of light in every region,